
 

A  McCulloch Junior High choir performs at the Walton Performing Arts Center at Marion High School. 

MCS music program is strong and growing 
At Marion Community Schools we believe that music education is an essential opportunity that 
all students should have available. Here’s a look at some of our recent highlights: 

• At the elementary level, students get weekly exposure to art and music, giving them 
experience with various techniques and mediums. A community partnership also offers 
some of our students additional music opportunities through the Sounds of Hope choir 
at Frances Slocum Elementary, and dozens of our young singers have participated in the 
Circle the State with Song music festival at the Honeywell Center in Wabash.  

• At Justice Intermediate School, the band program has grown exponentially in recent 
years, from just a handful of students to more than 150. They perform many times 
throughout the year at the school’s Community Day series. This program is setting a 
strong foundation for our band program at the junior high and high school levels, and it 
has been recognized by The Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation, which provided a donation 
of 18 new instruments! Dozens of Justice students also have had the chance to 
participate in the Circle the State with Song festival over the past few years. 

• McCulloch Junior High School has qualified for the Indiana State School Music 
Association’s highest honor, the J/M/E Total Department All Music Award, for four years 
in a row — and it is the only school in the state to do so for a fourth straight year. To 
earn this award, a school must earn gold ratings in ISSMA’s Solo & Ensemble, Jazz, and 
Organizational competitions for both band and choir. Dozens of McCulloch students also 
have the chance to participate in the Circle the State with Song festival, and McCulloch 
has had several singers named to the state honor choir.  

• Marion High School has the county’s only competitive marching band. In addition, the 
high school’s jazz and concert bands regularly earn high ratings at ISSMA competitions, 
and the pep band is a staple at basketball games, bringing excitement back to Bill Green 
Arena. The MHS 26th Street Innovations also have rejoined the state competition 
circuit, resurrecting a long tradition of excellence that has produced Broadway stars and 
other professional artists. 


