
Marion High School Hall of Distinction 2011 inductees named 
 
MARION — The purpose of the Marion High School Hall of Distinction is to give lasting recognition to 
Marion High School graduates who have made exceptional contributions to the achievements and 
prestige of Marion Community Schools. 
 
Furthermore, it is the purpose of the Hall of Distinction to promote more interest in Marion High School 
and to display before current Marion students, the success of past graduates who have contributed in 
making Marion schools exceptional. 
 
The Marion High School Hall of Distinction selection committee has chosen the Class of 2011 inductees. 
The selection task was difficult, as there were 20 highly talented and capable nominees for consideration. 
 
The Hall of Distinction induction ceremony will take place on May 20th at 6:30 p.m. at the Meshingomesia 
Country Club, 2225 Lagro Road, Marion. Tickets can be purchased through the Superintendent’s Office 
located at the Education Service Center, 1240 S. Adams Street, Marion, telephone #662-2546 ext. 125. 
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Pierre James Fisher 
Class of 1949 

 
Dr. Fisher was raised in Marion and graduated from Marion High School in 1949. His father was a 
physician-surgeon and his mother was a nurse anesthetist. During his sophomore year at MHS, he went 
out for the football team, but his experience was short lived; he could not find a uniform that fit! He 
participated in the school band and held first chair in the trumpet section for two years. Dr. Fisher was 
allowed to leave school to play taps for the American Legion when they buried WWII casualties. He also 
organized a German band that played during street fairs in Marion. 
 
Dr. Fisher earned a merit scholarship to Taylor University. He left Taylor University after 2 years to 
complete pre-med requirements at Ball State University in Muncie. After three years of pre-med he 
entered Indiana University, ultimately achieving an MD degree from Indiana University in 1956. He 
enrolled in the United States Navy and had an internship at the U. S. Naval Hospital, San Diego, California 
and surgical residency at the U. S. Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, Virginia for four years. From 1962-1963 
he was assigned to Project Mercury. His job was to be aboard a recovery ship for a pickup, evaluation, 
treatment and debriefing if an astronaut landed in the area. He also was aboard an amphibious carrier 
with 3,500 U. S. Marines during the Cuban Crisis. Dr. Fisher was staff surgeon at Great Lakes Naval 
Hospital from 1961-1964 and was Senior Medical Officer at the U. S. Naval Station Hospital, Adak, Alaska 
from 1964 to 1965. In 1965 he resigned his commission of Lt. Cdr. in the U. S. Navy and returned to 
Marion to serve the citizens of Grant County as a general surgeon at Marion General Hospital for over 30 
years. While there are thousands of examples of how Dr. Fisher made an impact on the lives of Marion 
citizens, one that he is most proud of is when he, along with Dr. Joe Casey, organized a task force to 
form a Hospice Organization in Grant County and it became a major care giver for dying patients and 
their families. 
 
His philanthropic efforts while in Marion are well documented, serving for the Grant County Medical 
Society and other medical related boards, actively involved with the local Rotary Club, Marion Exchange 
Club, and serving on the Marion Area Chamber of Commerce. Dr. Fisher has served on the Boards of the 
Grant-Blackford Mental Health Clinic, the United Way of Grant County, Family Services of Grant County, 
and The Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis and has actively supported Marion High School through the 
sports and performing arts programs. He along with Dr. Jackson Todd and David Bellamy, were the major 
financial sponsors of the Ritchie Walton Revue road show that brought Marion High School great acclaim. 
He has traveled extensively and provided medical services in Africa. He has been an exemplary citizen in 
Grant County and had an outstanding career as a medical provider in Grant County. To quote Dr. 
Fisher….“when I found myself in my patient’s trust, my motto became: “Devotion to Responsibility” and I 
have tried to live up to that motto as well as Rotary’s “Service Above Self”. 
 



In his retirement he has continued to display his leadership abilities in the activities he has engaged, 
while maintaining a strong moral compass for directing his life. Dr. Fisher and his wife of 60 years, Carol, 
live in Lake Suzy, Fla. They have four adult children, all following in their father’s footsteps in various 
positions in the medical field. 
  



  

 
 

Michael Maidenberg 
Class of 1960 

 
Michael Maidenberg was born in Marion General Hospital in 1942. He attended Marion schools, going 
through Horace Mann, Martin Boots and Marion High. He attended the University of Michigan, majoring in 
history and philosophy. As a freshman in Ann Arbor he heard candidate John F. Kennedy challenge 
students to make an overseas service commitment in a developing country. After graduating in 1964, he 
joined the newly-formed Peace Corps, spending two years as a teacher in a school outside Calcutta, 
India. 
 
After India he attended the Graduate School of Journalism at Columbia University. He received an M.S. 
with honors in 1967. In 1968 he started a 35-year newspaper career as a reporter at the Detroit Free 
Press. The Free Press was owned by Knight Ridder Inc. Maidenberg spent his entire career with the 
company. In 1973, Maidenberg moved to Philadelphia to join the editorial board of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer. He held several positions at the Inquirer, gaining a wide-ranging knowledge of the entire 
operation of a daily newspaper. In 1980 he moved to Miami to join Knight Ridder's corporate staff. In 
June 1982 he headed north to Grand Forks, North Dakota to become publisher of the Grand Forks 
Herald. 
 
In April 1997, he led the Herald to a new plateau of service to its community when the newspaper 
published every day despite the city being flooded, the newspaper's building burned and most of its 
employees, including Maidenberg himself, driven from their homes. For these efforts, the Grand Forks 
Herald was awarded the 1998 Pulitzer Prize Gold Medal for Public Service. Maidenberg was instrumental 
in helping Grand Forks re-imagine itself and rebuild as a better place to live. Throughout his years at the 
Herald he was active in civic organizations, including the United Way, the YMCA, Boy Scouts, the arts 
council, the Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development Corporation. 
 
As a publisher for 22 years until his retirement in 2003, he demonstrated through word and deed the 
obligation of a newspaper to cover and critique the community in which it is based, yet always guide it 
toward becoming a better place to live. 
 
In 2004, Maidenberg returned to Miami, this time as vice president and chief program officer for the John 
S. and James L. Knight Foundation. He retired from the foundation in March 2009. He is currently doing 
consulting work for Florida's Collins Center for Public Policy in the field of community building and 
regional development. He and his wife Kitty live in Coral Gables, Florida. Their three sons and seven 
grandchildren all live in the San Francisco area. 
 


