
Marion High School Hall of Distinction 2012 inductees named 
 
MARION — The purpose of the Marion High School Hall of Distinction is to give lasting recognition to 
Marion High School graduates who have made exceptional contributions to the achievements and 
prestige of Marion Community Schools. 
 
Furthermore, it is the purpose of the Hall of Distinction to promote more interest in Marion High School 
and to display before current Marion students, the success of past graduates who have contributed in 
making Marion schools exceptional. 
 
The Marion High School Hall of Distinction selection committee has chosen the Class of 2012 inductees. 
The selection task was difficult, as there were 20 highly talented and capable nominees for consideration. 
 
The Hall of Distinction induction ceremony will take place on June 1st at 6:00 p.m. at the Meshingomesia 
Country Club, 2225 Lagro Road, Marion. Tickets to the banquet are $25.00 each and can be purchased 
through the Superintendent’s Office located at the Education Service Center, 1240 S. Adams Street, 
Marion, telephone #662-2546 ext. 125. 
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Francis Edward Fisher 
Class of 1951 

 
Frank Fisher was born April 3, 1933, in Matthews. He attended schools in Marion and graduated from 
Marion High School in 1951. While in high school, he participated in cross country and basketball, was 
vice president of the National Honor Society, and ranked 10th in his class. Frank was the leading scorer 
on the 1950-51 Marion High School basketball team, and he received an athletic scholarship to Kansas 
State College, Manhattan, Kansas. 
 
After attending Kansas State College for one year, he returned to Marion and was drafted into the U. S. 
Army in 1953, during the Korean War. He served from 1953 to 1955, working as a unit supply specialist 
in a medical ambulance company. He played basketball on two separate military post teams as well. After 
his military service, he went back to college and attended Ball State University, Muncie. He graduated 
from Ball State in 1960, majoring in marketing and merchandising, along with biological science, receiving 
his bachelor of science degree, along with a teaching license in 1960. Fisher was the first member of his 
family to graduate from college. 
 
While in college, Fisher worked for the Veterans Administration Hospital in Marion. He also was a 
substitute teacher at Washington Junior High School in Marion, and in 1966 he took a teaching position in 
Florida. He later went to work for Sears in St. Petersburg, Fla., as personnel manager. In February 1971, 
Fisher applied for and was selected as a special agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). He 
served in the New Orleans and Oklahoma City divisions, including one-man resident agencies in Ponca 
City, Okla., and Enid, Okla. 
 
In January 1984, he became deputy director of the NASA Office of Inspector General, Lewis Research 
Center in Cleveland, Ohio. His duties included investigation of federal crime with NASA, and he was 
working in Cleveland when the terrible Challenger shuttle disaster occurred. He transferred to Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida, and he retired in 1991. Following retirement, he became a self-employed sub-
contractor engaged in security background investigations for the U.S. Air Force, FBI, and the U.S. 
Customs Service. 
 
Fisher credits his many outstanding teachers, coaches, and educators for demonstrating honesty, hard 
work, dedication, respect for others, love of country, and many other important character traits. 
 
Fisher is now fully retired and living in Merritt Island, Fla., with his wife, Joann. He has four children, all 
of which are college graduates. 
  



  

 
 

Dr. John A. Beineke 
Class of 1968 

 
Public school teacher, university administrator, foundation program director, author, and professor. Dr. 
John Beineke worked at his father’s gas station in downtown Marion on weekends and summers as a 
teenager and then college student, paying his way through school. He participated in student 
organizations and sports at Marion High School, where he lettered in cross country. 
 
Dr. Beineke has had a distinguished career in education and philanthropy. He graduated in 1972 from 
Marion College (now Indiana Wesleyan University) and began his career teaching at McCulloch Junior 
High School. Receiving his masters and doctorate from Ball State University, he went on to teach in 
several colleges and universities. In addition he served as dean of colleges of education at three 
institutions of higher education in three states. Dr. Beineke spent five years at the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, where he was a program director in leadership, youth, and higher education. While at the 
Kellogg Foundation he funded a grant with Marion High School teacher Bill Munn to create the 
Community History Project in collaboration with the Marion Public Library. Dr. Beineke is now working on 
developing what will be called the “Cactus Project” to digitize Marion High School yearbooks.  
 
Dr. Beineke is a prolific writer, authoring both academic and young adult books. He has won a number of 
awards for his service to education and has served on two state boards dealing with teacher preparation 
and licensure. He is currently Distinguished Professor of Educational Leadership and Curriculum with a 
joint appointment in the Department of History at Arkansas State University. 
 
 
  



 
 

Collin J. Bowen 
Class of 1988 

 
Collin J. Bowen was a product of many years of positive experiences with Marion Community Schools and 
associated youth programs. Beginning with the Marion Police Athletic League at the tender age of 5, 
Collin got his start in baseball. He quickly moved up the ranks and added Urban League flag football 
where he played with lightning-fast Marion stand-out Lyndon Jones. Collin continued in his sporting 
career at Marion Youth Baseball, as an all-star second baseman for C&H Shoes and the Carpet Discount 
House. He was an outstanding infielder and lead-off hitter. His competitive spirit was well-known at 
Lincoln Field. 

Collin continued his solid athletic career running cross country at Jones Middle School, with the guidance 
of Jerry Fox. He competed for years against his teammate — the more talented Damon Bickell — and in 
spite of never beating Damon one time, Collin's coach would later say that Collin ran his very last race as 
hard as he ran his very first race. He refused, even at that tender age, to accept defeat willingly. 

Collin went on to Marion High School where his reputation for competitiveness and a fighting spirit 
preceded him. Under the steady hand of legendary tennis coach Bill Beekman, Collin and doubles partner 
Scott Ramey advanced to the state tennis championships. He repeated that incredible accomplishment in 
baseball under the tutelage of Mel Wysong, advancing to the state finals in baseball in 1988. Collin was 
the starting second baseman for the Marion Giants that year. 

The seeds planted, watered, and nourished at Marion Community Schools went on to grow into an 
amazing and courageous man who was always proud of his upbringing in Marion. In fact, after Collin's 
untimely death in the mountains of Afghanistan as an American war hero, two of his most prized 
possessions were discovered among his belongings. The first: his Marion Giant state runner-up baseball 
ring was found in its original package in his jewelry box. The second: his 1988 Marion High School 
lettermen's jacket — complete with achievement medals hanging from the letters, and a ticket stub from 
a basketball game in the pocket — was found hanging proudly in his closet. 


